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Doctrine of Earthquakes 


| Being the Works of GOD, and Tokens 
| of his juſt Diſpleaſure. 3 


Con taining an Hiſtorical. Summary of 
the o remarkable Earthquakes in 
NS wW-ExGLAN p, from the firſt Settle- 
ment of the Engliſh here, as alſo in 
orber Parts of the World fince 1666. 
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By By 7 homas Prings „ M. A. 


And one of the Paſtors of ye South Church in Bos rox. 
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To e is added, A Letter to a 8 
giving an Account of the dreadful EARTH - 
QUAKE felt in Boſton, New-England Nov. 


18. twenty Minutes PRs 41 in the rw... EM | 


BOSTON, New-E akon, "Pd al Sold by D. 
3 in Ann- Street, and by Z. F Middle-ſtreet. 


. 1755 _ 
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Sold by D. Fowle in Ann-/treet, and Z. Fowle in Middle-flrect, 
5 5 Price fix Coppers, | 
A Diſcourſe on Earthquakes, being the Works of 
Gon and Tokens of his ju/t Diſpleaſure: & herein is given u 
particular Deſeription of this awful Event of Providence. Alſo 
an Account of the natural, inftrumental, or ſecondary Cauſes of 
_ theſe Operations in the Hands of GOD. 79 which, our 
houghts are led up to Him, as having the higheft and principal 
Agency in his Vas, may Work. Made public at this Time on 
Occaſion of the late Dreadful Earthquake which happen d on the 
18th of Nev. 1755. By THomas PRINCE, A. 1M. 
Alſo two POEMS, one on the Conflagration, applied to that 
grand Period or Cataſtrophe of our World, when the Face of 
Nature is to be changed by a Deluge of Fire. The other entitled, 


The GOD of Tempeſt and_Earthquakes, Price 3 Coppers. 
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Of Earthquakes. 


Hr all Temporal Judgments, what is more Terrible, 
$2 than a ſudden and deſtroying EARTH AKE! Fa- 
P mines, Plagues, and Wars are waſting and dread- 
ful Calamities. But theſe deſtroy in a gradual manner, and 


give the Inhabitants Time to eſcape - or prepare to meet 
them. But an Earthquake comes on a ſudden, and fre- 


quently does it's deſtructive Work in a Moment, and there 
is no reſiſting or flying away, 1 
Axp in ſuch a diſmal Hour, while the Earth is Quivering 


under us----Does not every one rightly conceive, they feel 


the Glorious' GOD then ſhaking it with his amazing 
Power ? Does not every Mind look up. and clearly fee Him 
offended in an high Degree, and apprehend Him ready to 


expreſs his Wrath in their immediate and utter Deſtruction? 


I. IN theſe dreadful Works of GOD, Let us ſee the extream 
Evil and Danger of finning againſt Him. "3-5 

On Sins of every Kind are full of Contrariety and. Diſ- 
honour to this rot Glorious BEIN . And as they are juſtly 
moſt offenſive to Him, they are alſo moſt dangerous and de- 
ſtructive to us. They are ſo many Inſtances of our lighting 
his ſupream Authority, of abuſing his infinite Goodneſs, 3 
of riſing in Oppoſition againſt Him. It is by theſe alone we 
raiſe his Anger ; and by our Continuance in them, move Him 
to expreſs it, both in Threatning and Bringing on us his de- 
ſtroying Judgments. And O ! who can ſtand before Him 
when once He appears to be Angry? For the Loxp is the 
true GOD, He is the living GOD, and an everlaſting King: 
At his Wrath the Earth ſhall TREMBLE, and the 
vet be able te abide his Tndignation, Jer. x. 10. 


Nations ſhall 
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een miſchievous Thing that has moved 
H to teltify his leaſure-it+ this lower World, and in 
every Ape: Io deſtroy not only particular Perſons, Families 
and tmaller Villages; but even whole Cities, Countries, 
| Kingdoms, with their vile Inhabitants, and in vatious man- 
ners. Famines, Fires, Wars, Tempeſts, Plagues and Earth- 
Juakes are ſo many bitter Fruits and Tokens of his high Re- 
ſentment of the Sins of Men. There is no Calamity, tho? - 
'ever ſo great, extenſive, grievous, ſudden ; but what our Sins, 
| , eſpecially when perſiſted in, expoſe us to, and provoke the 
righteous Gop to execute on us. — 4 
Non will our facred Covenant Relation to Him, our high 
Proſeſſion, or our formal religious Services, in the leaſt avail 
to ſecure us from them. No ! Alas! They rather aggra- 
vate our Guilt, inflame his Wrath, and put Him on to mark 
us out with more ſignal Miferies ; as He declared to his anci- 
ent. People, about 'I'wo Years before the Earthquake. Amos 
iii. I. 2. Hear this word that th: Lox p hath ſpoken againſt you, 
O Children of Ifratl, againſt the whole Family-which I brought 
wp from the Land of Agypt, ſaying ; You only have I known of 
all the Families of the Earth : , Therefore I will Puniſh you, for 
all your Iniguities. | e <4 YG Ae: 
And for Particular Places that have been moſt eminent 
for Religious Services- See how ſeverely He threatned Feru- 
| falem of old, under the Term of Ariel; i. e. The Lion of 
60D. When ſhe grew rampant like that Creature in her 
violent and finful Courſes ; He wou'd no more ſpare but treat 
Her with the utmoſt Rigour. He wou'd bring every Kind 
ef Diſtreſs upon Her: and among the reſt this diſmal one. 
IIa. xxix. 1, 2, 5, 6. Vs to Ariel, ta Ariel, the City where 
Dauid dwelt: Add ye Year to Year, let them Kill Sacrifices : 
Yet will I diftreſs Ariel, and there ſhall be heavineſi and ſorrow, 
and it fhall be to me as Ariel---Yea it ſhall be at an inftant ſud- 
 denly, Thou ſhalt be viſited of the LoRD of Hoſts with Thunder, 
end with Earthquake, and Great Noiſe, with Storm and Tempel, 
and the Flame of devouring Fire. | | 
This terrible Threatning is doubtleſs put on ſacred Record 
for our Admonition upon whom the Ends of the World are 
1 | TOR, «TR come: 
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come: and the Righteous 
| pleaſes on the like prov Towns 1nd Cities, O + That 
we might continually Remember it! and fear; leaſt as it 
has begun to be accompliſh'd on us, it ſhould go on to be 
fu) filled in its extream Severity. 

2. What abundant Reaſon have we to adire the Patience and 
Mercy of GOD, and be exceeding Thankful, that we, our Fami- 
lies — Towns are not ſwallowed up in this calgmitous Dif- 
penſation. 

What Loads of Guilt and Wrath are lying upon us: 
and how have they been growing every Year? How long 


have we been going on in out 8 againſt Light 


ercies, Judgments, 


reatnings, Invitations, 
and every Means that Gop has uſed for our Reformation? 


and Grace, 


And ol | How heavy did we feel our Guilt, and what awful 
apprehenſions had we of the glorious Holineſs, Omniſcience, 


1 Power and Juſtice of an angry Gon in that diſmal Night of 
our Diſtreſs and Danger: Th hen we ſee no other Refuge but 


that mighty Be1nG, whom we had been conſtantly Offend- 
ing : and yet to Him atone muſt we look for Safety. 

And while we felt Him ſhaking us over the dreadful Gulf, 
it may be of Fire and Brimſtone, and our Houſes over us alſo 
ready to give way every moment and cruſh us to pieces---O ! 
How earneſt were our anxious Souls for ſpeedy Mercy and 
Deliverance? * O Loxp have Mercy on me, make haſt to 


help me!] Preſerve the Houſe from Breaking, and let me 


& not fink into the Depths of the Earth! O 'Gov, in the 
<& multitude of thy Mercy hear me ! Let not the water-flood 
<« over-flow, nor the Deep ſwallow me up, nor let the Pit 
& ſhut her mouth upon me] O LorDp hear me, for thy 
Loving-Kindneſs is Good] Turn to me according to the 
"+ multitude of thy tender Mercies, and hide not thy Face 
from me: For lam in Trouble: Hear me ſpeedily : Draw 
<< nigh to my Soul and redeem it, &c. 

And how wonderfully Gracious and Kind was Gop in 
our Time of Trouble. If He had put forth his Power in an 
higher meaſure, or had not ſtay'd his Hand as He did, but 


ſhaken us a few Minutes longer ; our Dwellings cou'd not 
nave 
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Ke bein the Un We n on us, 
dieſtroy'd the Lives of Multitudes at once, and moſt miſerably 
| criſhed and broken others. What a doleful howling from 
mortal Wounds and Death had come out of our fallen Houſes ? 
and what an aſtoniſhing Deſolation had we been this Day ? 
"8 But his Divine Compaſſions wrought toward us, as they 
| wonderfully did to EPHRAIM and ISRAEL of old--- Haw 
hall I give Thee up? How ſhall I deliver Thee © How ſhall 
T make Thee as ADHMmMan ? How ſhall I ſet Thee as ZEBOIM ? 
Mine Heart is turned within me my Repentings are kindled 
together I will not execute the Fierceneſs of mine Anger: 1 
© will not return to deſtroy Thee : Fir I am: GOD and not Man, 
= | the ho.y One in the midſt of Thee ! Hol, x1. 8. . | 
— 44 But that we may ſee ſomething more of the Be, of 
our Deliverance ; I ſhall here bricfly mention theſe T'wa 
Things, 
I. Gop's amazing; Execution of this ſort of Judgments 
in other Places, | 
And, 
2. 5 repeated e of them in theſe Parts of * 
orld. 
I. GOD's amazing E avcation of this ſert of Judgments in 
other Places. © 
And here Emuſt invite you, in the Words of the Pfalmilt. 
-Ceme, Behold the Works 7 the LokD, what Deſolations he 
has made in the Earth I will ſpeak of the glorious Honour 
thy Majeſty and of thy wonderous Works : And Men fhall 
Poee of the mi bt of thy terrible Acts, and I will declare thy 
ratneſt. | 
Nor need I here ſearch the Records of former Ages : But 
| confine my ſelf to the Inſtances of the la/? Fourſcore Years 3 
and even of theſe, the mt Remarkable only; for it wou'd fill 
- Volumn to recite them all. And as I enumerate the Cir- 
cumſtances, I deſire you to think, they might have been the 
- ſame with us; and wou'd have been fo, were it not for the 
— wonderful Forbearance and Mercy of God. 
| | IN a Province of PERSI1A, which lies in the ſame Lati- 


tude with ours in 1667, there was an extraordinary Farth- 
quake 
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bin, 
ake which laſted Three Months, and not only overturned 
Houſes, Towers, Churches, &c. But ſwallowed up in one 


Moment Eighty Thouſand Men, beſides Women and Children. 


out the Province 


ultitudes of Villages and "Towns, through 


were deſtroyed the ſame Day: Several Mountains ſunk into 


a Level, and the great Roads were broken up and became un- 
paſſable. And about Four Years after, there was another 
Earthquake in the ſame Province on New Years Day, which 
fwallowed up abundance of People and Houſes. 

Ix the famous City of SMYRN A, which ſtands on. a moſt 
convenient Harbour in- one of the fineſt Bays of the World, 
is one of the principal Seats of Trade in the Turtiſb Empire, 
conſiſted of about go, ooo People, and is not far from our 
Latitude neither---On June 30 1688, at Noon Day, there 


vas a terrible Earthquake, which in one Minute threw down 


moſt of the Buildings and ſhattered the reſt. Immenſe 
Wealth was ſwallowed up : the Caſtle ſunk into a Chaſm 
that opened under it: and Five Thouſand People periſhed; 
And to add to the miſery, a few Hours after, a Fire broke out 


of the Ruins, which conſumed the Reſt of the City but a few 


ſcattering Houſes. . 

In the City of NAPLEs on Saturday June 5. N. S. 1688, 
There was a dreadful Earthquake which ruined many of their 
ſtately Churches, Colleges, Palaces, and killed many People: 
And on the next Day another, which threw down many Build- 
ings that were weakened the Day before. Three Ships were 
ſunk in their Harbour. Several Seats and Places in the neigh- 
bouring Country were quite deſtroyed, and moſt of their In- 
habitants ſwallowed up. Among the reſt, BENEVENTO was 
almoſt totally ruined ; and of Ten Thouſand People, there re- 
mained ſcarce Six Hundred alive. 75 | 

In the Kingdom of  SiciLY, near the ſame Latitude, in 
the Night after March 8. 1669, came on a dreadful Earth- 
quake: which ſhook all the Buildings of One of their Towns 
to the Ground, and almoſt ruined Two more. * 
Bur this was nothing to that moſt amazing one which 
befel that Kingdom on Jan. ꝙ and 11. N. S. 1692, 3. | 
Tux Night after Friday Jan. 9. in a ſerene, warm and 
S 4 pleaſant 


the Place were it ſtood appe 
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pleaſant Tinbe, the Shakes began with a Quivering motion, 
and were ſo violent as to throw down a great many Buildi 


and fright the People into the Churches and Fields for Re- 
fuge. But on the Lerd s Day following they came on like a 


| Cwift Rolling Billow, and wich ſuch a vehement Impulſe, as 


in Four Minutes to throw above — and Cities, with 
their magnificent Streets, Churches, „Caſtles, Lowers 
and Pallaces, into utter Deſolations, Great Churches fell 
down at once, while the frighted People were at their Devo- 
tions and cruſhed them to Death by Thouſands. In the ad- 
joining Seas there was ſuch a furious Emotion, that ſeveral 
Ships as well as ſmaller Veſſels were drowned all along the 
Coaſt of the Iſland. And many conſiderable Towns and 
Cities were ſo wholly deſtroyed, that there were no Inhabi- 
tants left to give an Account of the manner of their ſudden 
Deftruction. : | 

Among the reft, CAT ANA, a famous, ancient, ſplendid | 
City, full of Learning, Wealth and ſtately Structures, ſunk 
out of ſight in a moment. Some Fiſhermen in the Bay in- 
formed, They faw the City fink down with the Noiſe, as 
of a Thouſand great Cannon diſcharged at once. And in 
ared a Lake with vaſt Heaps of 
Rubbiſh here and there above the Water. Of Eighteen 


. Thouſand nine Hundred Inhabitants, Zigbteen T houſand pe- 


riſhed ; the reſt having left it the Morning before: and thro'- 


out the Iſland, One Hundred and Twenty Thouſand, beſides 


the bruiſed and like to die, about Twenty Thouſand more. 
PALERMO the chief City at the other End of the Kingdom 
received ſome Damage in moſt of it's Buildings, and of the 
People not above 'a Hundred kill'd. But doubtleſs, we re- 
member the awakening Accounts not long ſince Publiſhed 
here of the late dreadful uake which beſell that City in 
the Night between the 1. and 2. of September 1726. It be- 
gan between 10 and 11, and in acalm and ſerene Sky like 
ours in 1727. though at firſt the Shocks were not fo violent 


and did no hurt: But ſoon increaſing they continued with 


great Fury for above Twenty Minutes : whereby about a 
Quarter Part of that large City was intirely overturned, and 


- L a | reduced 


* 
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motion, 0 Heap of Rubbiſh. In one of it's Wards, an 
vildings whole Street gaped at once with a dreadful Noiſe : from 


1 like a || and a Torrent of burning Brimſtone, which conſum'd the 
ulſe, as | whole Ward in % than half an Hour. In Five Days after 
% with there were Three Thouſand drawn. out Dead from the Ruins, 
Towers | and many diſmally maſh'd to pieces: and 'twas computed 


At BAr AVIA on the large Iſland of Java, in the Eaſt 
Indies, between the 4th and 5th of Jan. 1699, there was an 
Earthquake, whereby Sixteen Hills funk down with a great 
Noiſe, in the adjacent Country. 
yas and And at Lima the principal City of Peru and the largeſt 
Inhabi - in South America, on June 17. N. S. 1678, there was a 

ſudden terrible Earthquake, which ruined a great Part of the City. 
And on Monday, Octob. 20. N. S. 1687, at Four in 


ſplendid the Morning came on another with an horrible Noiſe ; 


s, ſunk when ſome Houſes fell and ſome Perſons periſhed under their 
Bay in- Ruins. At 5, another ſhake with the ſame Noiſe. And at 
oiſe, as | 6, when they iho't they were all in Safety, came on a Third 
And in with a ruſhing Noiſe and great Fury. The Sea roaring 
leaps of faroſe beyond it's Bounds : The Bells rung of themſelves : 

Eighteen The Deltruction was ſo great that no Building ſtood : Seve- 


and pe- 7 Places round about were ruined : Above Five Thouſand 
d thro*- Dead Bodies were found, and they found more Daily when 

beſides the Accounts came away: ſo that they knew not their umber. 
nore. But to come a little neqrer Home. 


.ingdom There are many in this Country that well nai the 


cf the Fearful Tydings of that Earthquake in JAMAICA; on June 


we re- Uth 1692. It came on between 11 and 12 at Noon, in a 
ubliſhed Flear, calm and Sun-ſhine Day. It began with a ſmall Trem- 
t City in Pling, fo as to make ſore think of an Earthquake; which 
It be- H hought was confirm'd by a /zcond Shake ſomething ſtronger, 
Sky like Þccompany'd with a hollow runbling Neiſe almoſt like Thun- 
o violent er, which made them begin to run out of their Houſes. But 
ned with las ! This was but ſhort warning for them to provide for 
about 2 
ned, and 
reduced 


Foe violent Shake, which, threw down and drowned 9 
** | Tenths 


* 
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about 15,000 People periſhed in that amazing Convulſion. 


eir Safety: For at the Heels of the ſecond came the Third 
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for Re- &. whence there broke out Flames mixt with calcin'd Stones 


3 616 5 
Finths of PoRT-ROvAI their Capital Town in 2 Minutes, 
and all the Houſes by the Wharff in 4% than One. 

The Streets roſe like the Waves of the Sea; lifting up all 
that were in them, and immediately dropping down into Pits. 
'Fhe Shake was fo fierce, that it threw the People on their 
- Enees and Faces, as they run in the Streets to ſeek for ſafe- 
ty. In ſeveral Places the Ground wou'd Crack and open 
and ſhut quick and faſt in a wonderful manner, Some have 
ſeen Two or Three Hundred of theſe Openings at one time. 
In ſome of which many of the People were ſwallowed up: 
Some the Earth caught by the middle and ſqueez'd to Death: 
The Heads, Arms or Legs of others only appear'd above 
Ground. At the ſame Time a Flood of Water guſhed out 
and roll'd over others: Some caught hold of Beams and Raf- 
ters: Others were afterwards found Dead and almoſt cover- 
ed with Sand. Some who were ſwallowed quite down, roſe 

in in other Streets, being caſt up with great Quantities of 
Water, and ſome into the midſt of the Harbour: and yet 
ſome of theſe thro' the wonderful Goodneſs of Gop were 
ſaved ; while others that went down quick, were never ſeen 
more. | | \ 

Theſe were the ſmaller Openings. The larger ſwallowed 
Great Houſes : and out of ſome there iſſued whole Rivers 
ſpouting to a vaſt Height in the Air, with ill Stenches that 
were very offenſive. - All the Wharves and ſome of the 
Houſes ſunk at once: And the moſt fo ſoon, that the People 
had no time to get out ; thofe who were in the upper Cham- 
bers meeting the Water at the Garret Stairs as they were 
running down for Safety. While ſome of the Houſes were 
quite ſwallowed up in the Earth; others were thrown on 
Heaps: And even the beſt Streets in the Town full of ſtately 
Buildings ſunk ſo deep as to be near thirty Foot under Water. 

Several Sloops and Ships were overſet and loſt in the Har- 
bour. The Sea ſuddenly riſing and ſwelling with a ſtrange 
Emotion, came rolling with ſuch a Force as to drive the Ships 
from their Anchors, breaking their Cables in an Inſtant, and 
daſhing them. againſt the Tops of the ſunken Houſes. _ 
While the Earth was lente theſe nn Nh 
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1 n 
People TRAP and down, pale and trembling 
like ſo many 


with Horror, 
hoſts ; as if the Diſſolution of the whole Frame 
of the World were at hand. Wo | | 

And yet the Shake was ftronger in the Country than in 
the Town, where it left more Houſes ſtanding than in all the 
reſt of the //and ; though it be more than One Hundred and 
Sixty Miles Long, and about Fifty Broad. They were al- 


moſt all either thrown down or ſwallowed up. And my Au- 
thor ſays, it is not to be doubted, if there had been Five 
Thouſand Towns in Jamaica, but every one of them had been 
ruined. | 
The Waters of Wells above 30 Foot deep flew out at the 
Top. In ſeveral Places the Earth gaped prodigiouſly with 
great Spoutings of Water. The Sky which before was clear 
and blew, became in a Minute, dull and rediſh, like a red 
hot Oven. Amazing Noiſes were made by the Fall of the 


Mountains and the Rumblings that were heard under Ground. 


In the Mountains were the moſt violent Shakings. Some 
falling down, ſtopt up the Roads and Rivers; and many 
were thrown in Heaps pon others. A great Mountain ſplit, 
and tumbling, drove all the Trees before it, and overwhelm'd 
ſeveral Settlements with their Inhabitants, a Mile off. Ano- 
ther large high Mountain ſunk and was quite devoured 3 And 
in the Place thereof aroſe a Lake 12 or 15 Miles over. 

In a certain Ground on the North Side of the Iſland, the 
Planters Houſes, with the greateſt Part of their Plantations, 
were ſwallowed up, Houſes, People, Trees and all in one great 
Opening; in the room of which aroſe at firſt a Lake of a 
Thouſand Acres extent; But afterwards it dryed away, and 
lefi not the leaſt appearance of Houſe, Tree, or any thing 
elſe that was there before. 8 

In. fine, The Earth continued ſhaking for Two Months af- 
ter: And all the while, the Mountains tottering, and»bellow- 
ing moſt loud and hideous Noiſes. About two Thouſand 
People periſhed- in Town, a Thouſand more in the other 
Parts of the Ifland ; and 'tis thought, if the Shakes had fell 
out in the Night, but very few had been left alive. Great 
Numbers of Dead Bodies were floating from one * the 
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Harbour to the other; ſometimes one or two Hundred in 
an Heap, as the Winds and Seas drove them. And ſuch a 
_ general SICKNESS preſently follow'd which few eſcaped, and 
1 Was very fatal. Half the People ſaved from the Earthquake 
at Port- Royal, are ſaid to have Died of the Sickneſs at KAing- 
Hen: wheie Five Hundred Graves were dug in one Months 
time, Two or Three buried in One Grave. About two ' 
Thauſand (wept away; and in the Reſt of the Iſland a 
» Thouſand more. 
And thus I have mentioned ſomething of Gop's amazing 
Execution of this Sort of Judgments in Other Places. 
We may now axons | 
| 2. Conſider his repeated Threatuings of the ſame in theſe 
Parts of the Morld. n | 
Ibis is no leſs than the Elwenth or Twelfth Earthquake 
which has been perceived in this Country ſince our Fathers 
Arrival hither, and even within this 120 Years. Four or 
Hive of the Shocks were indeed much ſmaller and leſs exten- 
ſwe. But this is the Fifth that has been very General and 
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1 [be Finſt of them all was on June 2. 1638. Mr. Mon- 
4 TON ſays, It was 4 Great and terrible Earthquake. It was 


- heard þefore it came with a rumblingNoiſe like remote I hun- 
der. It came from the Norward and paſſed to the Southward. 
As the Noiſe came nearer, the Earth began to ſhake + And 
it quickly roſe to that Violence as to make the moveables 
to clatter and fall. Thoſe who were in their Houſes were 
afraid of their falling: And others abroad were not able to 
and, but were forced to catch hold of Fences to preſerve. 
themſelves. About half an Hour after, came another Noiſe 
and Shaking, though not fo loud or ſtrong as the former. It 
was far in the Land as the Indians obſerv'd : and not only 
aſhoar, but alſo at Sa, ſome Ships on the Coaſts being ſhak- 
en thereby. 72 Sp, 
The ſame Author tells us, That in 1658 there was ang- 
ther Great Earthquake in New-England. EO. 
And on Fan. 26, 1662, 3, at the ſhutting, in of the Even- 
ing, there was a very Great Earthquake 3 and the ſame Night 
n ' © Anather ; 


known among us. 
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Another 5 though ſomewhat leſs than the former. And on 
the 28th of the fame Month Another about ꝙ in the Morn- 
ing. * 


4 On the Night after the Lord's Day OQob. 29. 1727. 


about 40 Minutes paſt 10. in a calm and ſerene Hour, 
the Town of Bo/ton was on a ſudden extreamly ſurpriz'd 
with the moſt violent Shock of an Earthquake that has been 
It came on with a loud hollow Noiſe like 
the Roaring of a Great fired Chimney, but incomparably 
more fierce and terrible. In about half a Minute the Earth 
began to heave and tremble : The Shock increaſing, roſe 
to the Height in about a Minute more, when the Moveables, 
Doors, Windows, Walls, eſpecially in the upper Chambers, 
made a fearful Clattering, and the Houſes rock'd and crackPd, 
as if they were all diſſolving and falling to pieces. The Peo- 
ple aſleep were awakened with the greateſt aſtoniſhment : 
many others affrighted run into the Streets for Safety. But 
the Shaking quickly abated, and in another half Minute in- 
tirely ceaſed. * N , 

The Noiſe and Shakes ſeem'd to come from the Norwe/t- 
ward, and to go off Southea/terly ; and ſo the Houſes ſeemed 
to reel. Some Damage was done to the more brittle ſort of 
Moveables, and ſome Bricks on the Tops of ſome Chimneys 
fell ; but not an-Houſe 'was broken, nor a Creature hurt. 
At ſeveral times till Day-light, were heard ſome diftant 
Rumblings, and ſome fainter Shocks were felt. : 

And after ſeveral ſmaller ones in the Interval, fince, Tis 
Laſt ſeems to be the moſt dreadful of all, among us. 

And now, When we hear what Deſolations have been 
made by this terrible Judgment in other Parts of the Earth, 
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* CANADA ſeems to have been the chief Seat of this Great 
Concuſſion. For on the very ſame Day. viz. Jan. 26. O. 8. 
1663, Monſieur FREZIER tells us, Began an amazing Earth- 
quake There, which continued till Jah following and made in- 
credible Alterations on the Surface of the Earth for 400 Leagues 
thro" the Country. And CLUVERUS pives us a moſt hideous 
Deſcription of it, in his HISTORIARDM totius mundi EPI. 
R . by 
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and how often we have been threatned Here with the ſame; 
How greatly do theſe things inhance our Deliverance ? How 
glorious ſhou'd the Mercy and Patience of Gop appear in 
our Eyes? How high ſhou'd it raiſe our Thankfulneſs to 
Him? How affectionately ſhou'd we rejoice in the Loup 
our Deliverer ? And how loudly ſhou'd we declare his Great- 
neſs and Sing forth his Praiſes. l 42 
Lr us therefore always bare in our Minds the Scriptural 
Threatnings of this fearful Calamity, with the ſurprizing In- 
ances of their ſudden Execution on others. And let us re- 
member the GREAT and TERRIBLE Day of Gop is 
haſtning, and how near we know not- when the Lok D of 
GLoRy ſhall come down to ſhake the Heavens and the Earth 
to pieces, to ſet this lower World on Fire, to conſume the Sin- 
ner out of it ; to refine it, and that it may be a Place of Righ- | 
teouſneſs and fit for his Dwelling. Then, though the Jews 
may have the diſtinguiſhing Grace to mourn with Repen- 
tance, when they ſee Him they have pierced, 2 the re/t of 
the Tribes of the Earth ſhall mourn with utter Diſpair. And 
then ſo inſufferable will his, Brightneſs quickly appear; that 
though at firſt they might fly from the tottering Rocks and | 
Mountains, they will ſoon fly back to get under them, and | 
with them to fall and cover them from the Face of Him 
that fits on the Throne, and from the Wrath of the Lamb. 
Rev. vi. 12,---e. . | F 
TO Conclude, Let us therefore now this moment look to 
this only Saviour, Receive Him in all his Offices, Give 
up our ſelves wholly to Him for ever: And then live in the 
Exerciſe of every watchful Grace and Duty ; with our Lips 
and Lives continually Praiſe Him; and abound in the delight- 
ful Contemplations of Him, till we come to long for that 
Iluſtrious Appearance. And then We ſhall lift up our Face / 
With an holy Joy and Confidence; our temporal Dangers | 
will end in Eternal Safety; our trembling rings, be 
changed for an unmoveable Kingdom; and our anxious Fears 
will vaniſh in perfect Quietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. 
. For ef that Great Day we have the lively Deſcription in / 
e Nahum I. 2, -8. 60 is jealous, and the LORD — 5 
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| A Letren,. giving an Account of the moſt 
dreadful BARTHQUAKE that has ever 
happen d ſince the firſt Settlement of New- 


E 


England. By another Hand. 
Al SIR, - Es Boſton, Nov. 21.1755. 
| N Compliance with your Defire, I ſhall give you an Ac- 
4 1 count of the ſurprizing Earthquake which happen'd the 
ov 18th Inft. at 25 Minutes paſt 4 in the Morning, having 
a” been perfectly awake ſometime before it began; and 2 
cih felt ſeveral before in this Place as well as the Ve Indies, 
had a better Command of my ſelf in making my Obſervations 
ad WH thereon, eſpecially as I laid in my Bed the whole time under 
die beſt Compoſure of Mind I could bring my ſelf to. It was 
* firſt introduced with a Noiſe like ſeveral Coaches rattling over 
5 the Pavements, or rather like the Noiſe of many Cartloads 
1 of paving Stones thrown down together. I was ſenſible it 
E came from the Northweſt, and that fide of my Houſe felt the 
d firſt Concuſſion. The firſt Motion was a ſtrong Pulſatian, 
d WW which threw my Houſe upwards; immediately after a Tremor 
5 ſucceeded, which in half a Minute abated a little, but then 
4 inſtantly a quick Vibration with ſudden Ferks followed; and 


this by my beſt Obſervation held near a Minute, before the 
ſecond Abatement, which went off gradually, in about half a 
Minute more, ſo that the whole Duration from the firſt 
Pulſe, to the End of the Shock ſeemed to be about two Mi- 
nutes ; the greateſt Force I apprehend was about a Minute 
after it began, and had that Vibration, with thoſe ſudden 
Ferks, continued one Minute longer, I much queſtion whe- 
ther one Houſe in Town had been left ſtanding. The firſt 
View I took was the Steeples of the Churches and Meetings, 
and was glad to fee them ſtanding, but the Spindle and Vane 
of Faneuil Hall Market was thrown down; I obſerved the 
Tops of many Chimneys demoliſhed, others crack'd and 
much damaged, Bricks, Tiles, and: Slates ſcatter'd in the 
Streets, 42 Quantities of Morter and Rubbiſh almoſt 
| * f every 


4 


— 


8 3d 7 8 5 


829 5 


5 * 
99 
| | 
* 
* . . * Is - 
—_ Ma. a , 
A # 


_— * 5 


+ k * 
. ? 1 u n _ T : * 1 2 WE TE. 5 
oy IM TOI "3 1 N 
6 * 4 \ 1 , 6 * 4 = 
oat IS EARL nn . AACR ww.” £648 | 
WW 2 * 0 * 4 * 4 w 9 5 k 
* REY 79 5 * 2 Pe et 2 I I 1 a . WR | - 2 
* 4 bow * * , * 1 * on * * g * i * x a G 
ine”? < . Y 1 2 5 * 1 9 * 22 4 * E p 0 - 4 4. p . 4 \ x 4 | . - l 
22 " et - & FT 0 44 7 4 4 - _ „ 2 " n g v 1 
. F £; F * o , 
"x n r | 
” . > HY t 8 8 
wm £ # 4 Py 
4 * * 
* . * U In treets near = Doc = 
* \ K 4 "Y; . 


__. zmt-Allcys between the Warehouſes, where moſt Damage 
= feed to Have been done; and ſeveral Houles have ſuffer d 
bd large Cracks and Breaches to their Foundation. 
Don the firſt Sue of the Earthquake, many Perſons 
jump d out of their Beds, and ran immediately into the Streets, 
hie others ſprung to the Windows, trembling,” and ſeeing 
©, their Neighbours, as it were naked; ſprie V with the Appre- 
een of "its being the Day of Fudgment, and ſome tho't they 
heard che aer Tour founding, and cry'd out for Mercy, 
= others fainted away, with the Fright, and thoſe of the 29 
=  compoſea ener, that were ſenſible of theſe tremendous Shak- 
ings, 2 inſtantly, to be ſwallowed up, and buried in 
the Ruins, In ſhort Children ran ſcreaming tò their Parents, 
do ſave them; and the Brute Creatures lowed, and ran to the 
Barns, for Protection; the Dogs holed at their Maſters Doors, 
te Bid flutter'd in the Air, with a Surprize; and all the 
Aima Creation were fill'd with Terror : and never was ſuch 
4 Scene of Diſtreſs in New-England before. In my Walk 
dDut about Sun riſing, every Face look'd gha/tly, and many 
- Perſons Knees ſmote one againſt another, and few were re- 
covered of the great Fright and Surprize they had been put 
into, by this awful Providence; and all ſeem'd to expect a 
þ Repetition of this terrible Judgment. In fine, ſome of our ſolid, 
And Pious Gentlemen, had ſuch an Awe and Gloom ſpread 
in their Countenances, as would have check'd the gay Airs 
of the moſt intrepid Libertine among us. Such Judgments 
may well make us cry out with the Pſalmiſt, A4y Fleſb trem- 
bah fon Fear of thee, and 1 am afraid of thy Judgments. 
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SBiome further Accounts of Earthquakes,” and an Exquiry 
into the natural, inſtrumental or ſecondary Cauſes of them, 
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= 


_ *.. 


De 


* . Y 4 4 
* 4 4 - — AG 
0 * mJ 
7 P 
- 


. 4 , i 
: : | 
. - #7 
: * W x - l 1 
= » = a 5 
* > +; « 
1 4 4 2 * 4 1 tb - 
— . . 8 
_ * * «© % 
* 1 9 Lo ia 55 * 
- 2 | ” x 14 b p 8 2 * 1 8 
x Ma, 2 2 * at 2 » A. - 2 - l * 
5 4 3 28 wa. a; of. % 4 RY 4 _ 2 88 2 
. Nein OT ES PPE $ * n 
” : , + 8 N 1 


